king 1o

better transit options, green building and
development, and overall vibrancy for

The topic in everyone's faca is of course
the sad reality of an ever-increasing
Homelessness

mayoralty race { ]

retain their positions as councillors.
Reports are—to continue on with the work
they're doing. That's what we're to

anyway. Fine, but stifl—
“tormer-Alan-

Nt what can you bafieve these days?
Kaowing of the exact movement of that
Lowe-support volers 4st would be a
p thril tor any journalist!
ember the catchy slogan that went
hing like, “We need 1o take our city
Guess that's not going 1o happen —
" dropped out of tha race. But
N, Mght, 10 the rescue and backed

whether or not there is

"
&y
JC

| VAICTORIA ~ Carole James, leader of
he New Damocrat Official Opposition, IS
A recipient of the Abongmnal Women in
Laadership Distinction Award for 2008, the
First Nations Training and Consuiting
Services announced September 23 in a
nediia release.

It was a great surpnse to leam | am a
eopient of this award.” said James. ‘Il}s
fuly an honour to stand along side this
8ar's othar reciprant Chief Kim Baird and
Tevious winners such as singer and artist
lusan Aglukark and Corinne Stone for her
chievements in the field of health and

“These women are incredible role
10dels in our communities and | am proud

of straet A

And It hasn't gone unnoticed that there
is a peculiar irony in Mayor, Alan Lowe
sitting as co-chair of the homelessness
coalition, (not to be contused
with’ , which apparently it's not
aliowed to call itselt), enjoying a salary
when people are suffering due to a lack of
action This Isn 1o say there aren good
people involved—however and forever
compromised they are by the fact everyone
now knows Lowe himselt handpicked
them. And what ever happened to the
onginal grassroots coalition anyway?
Lest we not forget — it was under Lowe’s

=

1o tourists) systemically displaced
from “his™ backyard (i e. Centennial
Square) 1o all of downtown, including the
business milisu and the near-by residential
communities. Fermnwood i1s everchanged.

use and demanding that heads rofl for this
flasco.

Fortin chimes in, "I, like others, have
Sean cramety rusiried by thesow pce

It may be that “business” voters are
more willing to consider someane cutside
the traditional u-m;rmp

building & fully-equipped rehab hospital,
suggests Norman Lee.

Fortin has many allies in the
community and is seen as friendly to
business. And he's not

4 t means something —ar g—moves

with its two million dollar budget, 50

ployees and $10 miflion asset base

mes, Baird receive aboriginal
women in leadership award

ping was a of His record is clean. successfully and with balanced budgets for
the Lowe-directed police rule. Small Fortin says he's passionate about several years. He notes that among other
b and health prof Is  vibrancy and tackling social probl worth neighbourhood-based
near Cook and Pandora are beginning to ously defending the p that programs, the Community Centre
Speak out, complaining bitterly about  solutions are not about displacement. ‘We  specifically and successtully focuses on
having 1o pick up after the night's drug-  can' just do ent d . Its grams to assist the homeless and near
not about just dealing with the visible homeless. e
homeless, but the invisible as well— He says he favours a *more
seniors and families. We need our professional rather than dara-militir
housingfirst approach for the homeless. approach to policing® and s g
We need to tackle those issues head on. women forward and up the ranks®
We need 1o build 5,000 units of affordable In according 1o his website,
housing aver the next five years. It's just “As a CRD director, Fortin is chair of the
to join them in this honour,” a matter of will.* Regional Housing Trust, vice-chair of the
The First Nations Training and He goes on to say, *I would welcome CRD Corporation, and a member
Consulting Services noted James is the bringing the feds and the province back of the Water Board. He also sits on the

first Métis woman to become Leader of the
BC Official Opposition and said, *Ms
James has been a strong advocate for

James was also for her

into the housing game but can? afford to
sit back and wait and not take
responsibility. We need real units on the
ground, affordable market and non-market

work as the tormer president of the BC
School Trustees Association, Director of
Chiid Care for the province of BC and the
Director of Child and Family Services tor
the Carrier Sekani Family Services

The award will be presented in
Vancouver during the Sth Annual National
Aboriginal Women in Leadership Training
Conference mn October

housing working in the CRD housing
corporation which [includes) fund-raising.”

Some people are su that with
NDP-leaning supporters closing ranks,
Fortin has more than a fair chance of
winning the mayor's seat.

Georgia Jones ran for mayor of Victoria
in the last civic election and got 140 votes.
She may have joined the Green Party since
then—and Ben Isitt (who would have been

CRD's Liquid Waste, Environment, and
Parks committees.” S

Seems like key political tor
dealing with sewage infrastructure.
Remember Fortin was in favour of sewage
mwqumnolhmmm He
says he wants Victoria to become the
social and environmental leader in
Canada

Ok. it‘suptothepeoplemWhere's
the civic “league® going 1o take us?

mwmalnw;ounnu
in Victona. She can be reached at oy
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